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but I was terribly shy and begged to go on as I had begun, with my grandmother, and was allowed to do so.
On this eventful night in May, I was sleeping in die big four-poster bed in Grandmother's room. As she had grown too feeble then to climb into it, she slept in a small bed, and needed much care in the night. I used to make a game of counting die times she would call me to wait on her, and sometimes it was thirty-nine or forty in a night. I think it was for this reason that Father planned to take me on a trip.
As I say, I was fast asleep, and vaguely conscious of someone standing by me holding a light. I opened my eyes to see Father with a candle, guarding it carefully from the deep lace valance which hung from die tester above the bed. He had on his dressing gown and whispered so as not to waken Grandma: "How would you like to go with me tomorrow to the University of Virginia?" I was so excited 1 thought I was dreaming, but he went on and said: "Come over in your mother's room and we can plan the whole trip."
There was of course no more sleep for me that night; the train left at eight-thirty in die morning and everything had to be got ready. As I had never travelled in my life naturally I had nothing to travel with, and I think Mother, with all her resourcefulness, was a litde dubious of the results of a hastily collected equipment. Miss Curtain, the dressmaker, was then making a dress for one of my sisters and Mother said that if it were finished I should have it. The idea that it might not fit never occurred to me, or die fact that what would suit a young lady of twenty-three might look queer on a child of thirteen. Such speculations were for more sophisticated children, my only anxiety being that it might not be finished. But it was, and when old John, our man of all work, returned with the parcel under his arm, there was no cloud in the sky. With numerous other contributions from other members of the family I was ready, and when I stepped on die train that spring morning the grass in the